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2. Brief course outline:
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2. JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY COURSE (in English)

(Fall) 1 compulsory course; at least 2 of the 4 other courses need to be selected by students who

registered for JCS

JCS/JCC-1 Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies I: History and Culture (Ichiki)|
*compulsory

1. Title: Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies I: History and Culture

2. Brief course outline!

The focus of this class is on history and culture of Fukuoka / Hakata. While it is a local center
of Kyushu area today, Fukuoka / Hakata is one of the most advanced areas in ancient Japan, the
site of international port in medieval Japan. Students will be exposed to the history and culture
of the region and are expected to have deeper understanding of the city they are studying.

JCS-2 Food and Environmental Business (Shinkai, Shimada)|
1. Title: Food and Environmental Business
2. Brief course outline:

This course aims to increase understandings of the modern Japanese culture and society in the
globalization through selected topics related to food and environmental businesses. Topics
includes: food business, food culture, food consumption/production, food safety, food waste and
environmental issues.

|JCS-3 Political Issues in the Modern Japanese Society (Jayasena, Fukamachi, So)|
1. Title: Political Issues in the Modern Japanese Society
2. Brief course outline:

This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to the full range of global issues, from conflict
and security to the environment. This course is designed to equip the students to understand
various issues of contemporary world in global and comparative perspectives. Through the
lectures and discussions, students will acquire the basic knowledge of social sciences, and
understand the current issues confronting Japan and world.

|JCS-4 Environmental Issues and Policies in the Globalization (Okayama, Iwasaki)|
1. Title: Environmental Issues and Policies in the Globalization

2. Brief course outline: This course aims to increase understandings of the contemporary culture
and society in the globalization through selected topics related to environmental issues and
policies particularly in Japan. Topics include natural resource management, global

environmental change, and environmental governance in Japan.

JCS-5 Japanese Society through Manga and Anime I (Ikezawa)|
1. Title: Japanese Society through Manga and Anime |
2. Brief course outline:

Comics and animations give an image of their time. By studying Japanese manga and anime, we
can get a better understanding of Japanese society, not only theoretically but by getting an
experience of it.



3. JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY CULTURE COURSE (in English)

(Fall) 1 compulsory course; at least 2 of the 4 other courses need to be selected by students who
registered for JCC

JCS/JCC-1 Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies I: History and Culture (Ichiki)|
*compulsory

1. Title: Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies I: History and Culture

2. Brief course outline:

The focus of this class is on history and culture of Fukuoka / Hakata. While it is a local center
of Kyushu area today, Fukuoka / Hakata is one of the most advanced areas in ancient Japan, the
site of international port in medieval Japan. Students will be exposed to the history and culture
of the region and are expected to have deeper understanding of the city they are studying.

JCC-2 New Japanese Cinema: 1980s to Present (Lee)

1. Title: New Japanese Cinema: 1980s to Present

2. Brief course outline:

This course is an introduction to contemporary Japanese films from the 1980s to present. The
primary goal of this course is to understand the reinvention and transformation of contemporary
Japanese cinema with the resurgence of new directors and films in the late 1980s and 1990s.

JCC-3 Japanese Pop Culture: Short Fiction by Haruki Murakami (Pugh)|

1. Title: Japanese Pop Culture: Short Fiction by Haruki Murakami

2. Brief course outline:

This class's systematic reading of the work known as After the Quake in English will consist
primarily of group discussions in which participants put forth questions and comments about the

six stories in the work, dealing with themes underscoring important aspects of Japanese culture
in the 90s such as changing gender roles, materialism, mass media, alienation, cult religion,
inter-generational conflict, family structure, and many other features of the fiction. Since this
class will be held concurrently for students in the regular undergraduate curriculum who are
interested in translation from Japanese to English, discussion will often also consider particular
translation problems as well, although those in the Japanese Contemporary Culture course need
not have an advanced knowledge of Japanese in order to participate fully. A term report will also
be an essential part of the class.

JCC-4 An Introduction to Murakami’s Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman (Pugh))|

1. Title: An Introduction to Murakami’s Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman

2. Brief course outline:

This class's systematic reading of the short story collection Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman in
English will consist primarily of group discussions in which participants put forth questions and
comments about selected stories in the work, dealing with themes underscoring important aspects
of Japanese culture such as changing gender roles, materialism, alienation, cult religion,

inter-generational conflict, family structure, and many other features of the fiction. Comparative
analysis of the stories will be emphasized as well, as a window on the varied worlds created by
Murakami in his fiction. A term report will also be an essential part of the class.

WCC-5 Japanese Language through Media and Other Materials I (Ikezawa))

1. Title: Japanese Language through Media and Other Materials I

2. Brief course outline:

By using extracts from different media (historical documents, manga, press, literature, movies,
advertisements, etc.) , we will study various aspects of Japanese language, especially
sociolinguistics.




