NEW WJC PROGRAM SYLLABUS ABSTRACTS — SPRING
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2. JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY COURSE (in English)
(Spring)

JCS/JCC-6 Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies II: History and Tradition throughl
Festivals (Ichiki) compulsory

1. Title: Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies II: History and Tradition through Festivals
2. Brief course outline:

This class intends to give students opportunities to learn and form about what it is to preserve

traditional culture using as summer festivals, most notably Hakata Gion Yamakasa as
examples. Students are expected to express their opinion on the questions like what the
significance of traditional culture is and what is necessary to preserve the traditional culture in
contemporary world.

JCS-7 Topics in Food and Health in the Globalized Society (Shinkai, Mizumoto, Kobayashi,
Pugh)

1. Title: Topics in Food and Health in the Globalized Society

2. Brief course outline:

This course focuses on food from the perspectives of food culture, food system, food economics,
and health. Topics include: food culture in the world, international food trades, global food
business, food security, food safety, and health. Out-of-classroom activities will be included to
explore students’ understanding about food system and the Japanese food culture.

|JCS-8 Japan in the Modern Global Economy (Chowdhury, Zhang, Shinkai, Shimada)|
1. Title: Japan in the Modern Global Economy

2. Brief course outline: This course focuses on modern issues of Japanese economy and business

in the globalized economy. By using articles from newspaper/magazine/internet, up-to-date
topics around the Japanese business and economy are explained and discussed. Also, we will
learn recent trends in the selected market in the global economy. Key words: Japanese economy,

global economy, global and local businesses

JCS-9 Law & the Global Society (Fenwick)|

1. Title: Law & the Global Society

2. Brief course outline:

This class will examine various legal problems that have arisen over the last two decades in the
context of a rapidly globalising economy, characterised by a huge increase in cross border
business transactions and rapid technological change. The class will be split into three parts:
(1) Economic crime & globalisation (focusing on transnational corporate corruption);

(2) New Technology & the law (focusing on legal and ethical challenges raised by new medical
technologies), and

(3) Entrepreneurship & the Law (focusing on legal issues that arise in economies that are
increasingly dependent on “start up” companies, venture capital and other non-conventional

investors). The class will examine these issues from a comparative focus, but with a particular
focus on Japan and Asia.

UCS 10 Japanese Society through Manga and Anime II (Ikezawa)|

1. Title: Japanese Society through Manga and Anime II

2. Brief course outline:

Comics and animations give an image of their time. By studying Japanese manga and anime,
we can get a better understanding of Japanese society, not only theoretically but by getting an
experience of it.




3. JAPAN' S CONTEMPORARY CULTURE COURSE (in English)
(Spring)

JCS/JCC-6 I Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies II: History and Tradition through|
Festivals (Ichiki) compulsory

1. Title: Introduction to Japan and Hakata Studies II: History and Tradition through Festivals
2. Brief course outline:

This class intends to give students opportunities to learn and form about what it is to preserve
traditional culture using as summer festivals, most notably Hakata Gion Yamakasa as
examples. Students are expected to express their opinion on the questions like what the

significance of traditional culture is and what is necessary to preserve the traditional culture in
contemporary world.

JCC-7 Introduction to Japanese Cinema: Silent Era to Bubble (Lee)|

1. Title: Introduction to Japanese Cinema: Silent Era to Bubble

2. Brief course outline!

This course is an introduction to the historical and socio-cultural study of Japanese cinema
starting from the Silent Era to the 1980s. The primary goal of this course is to understand the
evolution of Japanese films in both style and narrative, and the creation of a “Japanese”

cinematic identity.

|JCC-8 Japanese Pop Culture: Norwegran Wood by Haruki Murakami (Pugh)|
1. Title: Norwegian Wood by Haruki Murakami
2. Brief course outline:

This class's systematic reading of the novel Norwegian Wood in English will consist primarily
of group discussions in which participants put forth questions and comments about each
chapter in the work, dealing with themes underscoring important aspects of Japanese culture
in the 70s and later, such as changing gender roles, materialism, alienation, cult religion,
inter-generational conflict, family structure, suicide, and many other features of the fiction. A
term report will also be an essential part of the class.

|JCC-9 Japanese Language through Media and Other Materials II (Ikezawa)|

1. Title: Japanese Language through Media and Other Materials II

2. Brief course outline:

By using extracts from different media (historical documents, manga, press, literature, movies,
advertisements, etc.), we will study various aspects of Japanese language, especially
sociolinguistics.




