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2 <Of al myn lyf, syn that day | was born,/ So gentil ple, in loue or other thing,/ Ne
herdé neuere no man me beforn,” The Parlement of Foulys, ed. by Derek S. Brewer
(Manchester University Press, 1972), |l. 484-86.
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° Religious Lyrics of the Thirteenth Century, ed. by Carleton Brown

(Oxford University Press, 1923), p. 55  Religious Lyrics of the Fifteenth Century,
ed. by Carleton Brown (Oxford University Press, 1939), p. 119

(Cambridge, Trinity College MS 323)
‘Nu this fules singet hand maket hure blisse/ And that gres up thringet and leved
theris,/ Of oneic wille singen that is makeles;/ The kin of halle kinges to moder
he hire ches.// Heo his wituten sunne and wituten hore,/ | cumen of kinges cunne
of gesses more./ The loverd of monkinne of hire was yboren/ To bringen us hut of
sunne, elles wue warren forloren.// Gabriel hire grette and saide hire ‘Ave!/
Marie ful of grace, ureloverd be uit thee;/ The frut of thire wombe, ibleset mot id
be./ Thus sal go wit chide, for sout ic suget thee’.// And thare gretinke that angle
havede ibrout/ He gon to bithenchen and meinde hire thout./ He said to then angle,
‘Hu may tiden this?/ Of monnes ymone nout y nout iuis’.// Mayden heo was uid
childe & maiden her biforen,/ & maiden ar sothent hire chid was iboren./ Maiden
and modern as never wimon boten he:/ Wel mitte he berigge of Godes sune be.// |
blessed beo that suere chid & the moder ec./ & the suete broste that hire sone
sec:/ | hered ibe the time that such chid uas iboren,/ That lesed al of pine that
arre was forloren.’

(British Library, Sloane MS 2539)
‘I syng of a mayden that is makeles/ Kyng of alle kynges to here sone che ches.//
He cam also style ther his moder was,/ As dew in Aprylle, that fallyt on the
gras.// He cam also style to his moderes bowr/ As dew in Aprille, that fallyt on
the flour.// He cam also style ther his moder lay/ As dew in Aprille, that fallyt on
the spray.// Moder & mayden was never non but che/ Wel may swych a lady
Godes moder be.’



(‘The kin of halle kinges to moder he

hire ches’)

(‘Kyng of alle kynges to here sone
che ches’) 15

7
8
(‘juges’: 106)

6
1988

" Eileen Power, Medieval Women (Cambridge University Press, 1975), p. 26
8

I
1994 8 ( p. 427)



(‘his
desire fer passed hisreason’: 114)

(‘Alle blake he ware and noo devise,
but playne’: 130) (‘his
scolemaister’: 137)

(‘upon hire beauté/ He loked
stille with aright pitous face’: 139-40)

(‘Right yonge and fresshe, a woman ful covert’: 177)

(‘His leche was nere, the greter was his thought’:

201)

(‘A garrison ... of al goodnesse’: 175)
(‘the standart of Daungere’: 180)

(‘afrounter for alovers hert’: 176)

3 (219-44)

® (237-44)

® ‘Though it be so that | cannot diserve/ To half youre grace, but alwey lyve in
drede,/ Y et suffer me you for to love and serve/ Withoute magré of youre moost



10 (273-76)

11

12 (353-56)

13 (481-82)

goodlyhede;/ [...] / Love hath me bounde withoute wage or mede/ To be youre man
and leve al other thing.’

19 <And sith Fortune nat oon by his chaunce/ Hath caused me to suffre al this
payne,/ But youre beauté, with al the circumstaunce,/ Why list you have me in so
gret disdayne?’
t 14

12 <Who hath noo colde, of hete hath noo deynté/ The tone for tother axed is
expresse;/ And of plesaunce knoweth noon the certaynté,/ But it be wonne with
thought and hevynesse.’

13 <Fortune will thus: that I, for well or woo,/ My lif endure, youre mercy abiding;’



14 (545-48)
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16 (736-40)

(‘Ma Dame avec Mercy’)

17

14 <But when that I, by youre ful herd sufferraunce,/ Shal dye so trewly and with so
gret payne,/ Yet shal it do me muche the lesse grevaunce/ Then for to lyve a fals
lover, certayne.’
15

13

16 <For certainly | love better silence./ Oon shulde not love by his hertis credence/
But he were sure to kepe it secretly,/ For avaunter is of noo reverence/ When that
his tonge is his moost enemy.’

17 <Ryght as the frosché redé newe/ Azen the somyr sunné coloured is,/ Ryght so

for shame al waxen gan the hewe/ Of this formel, whan she herde al this.” The
Parlement of Foulys, Il. 442-45,



(‘Withoute
chanching of coloure or courage’: 247)

(*Sire, youre thought is gret foly’: 249)

18

(Oure eyen are made to

loke—why shulde we spare?: 266)

(‘This sikenes is right easé to endure--/ But fewe people it causith for to
dye—*: 293-94)
(‘Lesse harme it were oon sorrowful

then twayne’: 300)

(‘To youre worship se wele, for that is nede,/ That ye spende not

youre season al in vayne’: 485-86)

18 Symons

(2004) ’Explanatory Notes to La Belle Dame sans Mercy’(pp. 242-59)
Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly
before 1500, compiled by Barlett J. Whiting (Harvard University Press, 1968)



(‘If that ye list to doo after my counsaille,/ Sechith

fairer and of more higher fame’: 517-18)

19

(313-16)

(‘not so semple’: 325)

(‘To make hem [i.e.ladies] al gret

wondres to supoose’: 330) (‘holde scoles’: 329)
(‘A currysshe hert’: 389) (‘Fals Semblant’: 393)
20 (373-77)

19 <Chese whoso woll there hertis to avaunce—/ Free am | nowe, and fre will |
endure;/ To be rewled by manis goveraunce/ For erthely good, hay—that | you
ensure!’

20 <Ye and other that swere suche othes fast/ And so condempne and cursen too and



2L (713-5)

(‘medelyd with’) Symons

22

23

fro,/ Full sycourly ye wene youre othes last/ Noo lenger than the wordis ben agoo.’
2L <|f | medelyd with suche or other moo,/ It might be called “pit manerlesse,”/ And
afterwarde, if | shuld lyve in woo,/ Then to repent, it were to late, | gesse.’

22 «The moost secret wil well that sum man say/ Howe he mystersted is on summe
partyse;’ (Il. 745-46)

23 Gretchn V.
Angelo, “A Most Uncourtly Lady: The Testimony of the Belle dame sans mercy,”
Exemplariaa 15.1 (2003)

24

Oxford Bodleian MS Fairfax 16; London British Library MS Harley
372; Longleat House MS 258; Cambridge University Library MS Ff 1.6 (Findern

MS); Cambridge Trinity College MS R 3.19; London British Library MS Additional
17492.



3 1526 (The Boke of fame)

103-104
105-108 42

(Lenuoy de limprimeur)

25

26

27

Richard Pynson, ed. and print. The Boke of fame (London, 1526)
[STC 5088]; William Tynne, ed. The Workes of Geffray Chaucer Newly Printed
(London, 1532) [STC 5068]; John Stow, ed. The Workes of Geffrey Chaucer
(London,1561) [STC 5075]; Thomas Speght, ed. The Workes of our Antient and
Lerned English Poet, Geffrey Chavcer (London, 1598) [STC 5077].
25

(STC 5088)
% <But moderate your desires by discresion’ (I. 816; sig. e3", left column)
27 <And ye ladyes/ endued with hye prudence/ Whan these disceitful louers labour
styll/ With their fayned and paynted eloquence/ Their carnall lustes to cause you to
fulfill/ Many a huge othe depose they wyll/ Yet for all that take hede aboue all
thing/ It is no loue they shewe but blandisshyng’ (Il. 821-28; sig. 3", left column)
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28 < | counsayle you be nat to bolde/ Excepte it be ordred to suche degre/ As

concerneth spousayle in honeste/ Yet if ye wyll in feruent loue excel/ Loue god
aboue althyng & than do ye well.” (II. 850-56: sig. €3", right column)
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29 Symons (2004), “Introduction”
%0 Symons (2004), p. 205.
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